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SUMMARY OF THE HABILITATION THESIS

This thesis, submitted to obtain the Habilitation Certificate, presents a synopsis of my research
and didactic activities after earning the academic title of doctor in the field of PHILOLOGY,
in 2005.

1. The first part of the Habilitation Thesis, with the title Achievements in disciplinary or
interdisciplinary thematic directions, is divided into three chapters that provide an overview
of my professional accomplishments, research directions and research findings.

The chapter Professional achievements summarizes my resume, which includes
education, training courses, professional experience, didactic areas of expertise, and
participation in professional committees and conferences.

In terms of education, I received my bachelor's degree in English language and
literature — German language and literature from the Faculty of Philology, University of
Timisoara in 1981 and I earned the title of Doctor in Philology with the doctoral thesis Verb
nominalizations in English and German, magna cum laude award, defended at the University
of Bucharest in 2005, doctoral thesis supervisor: Professor Dr. Alexandra Cornilescu.

My didactic area of expertise is teaching English linguistics courses, for which I devised
syllabi and course materials:

- at Bachelor’s Degree level: Contemporary English Language. Syntax, History of the
English Language. Contemporary English Language. Lexicology, Language and
Society, Comparative Grammar of Germanic languages (elective course).

- at Master’s Degree level: Varieties of the English Language, Introduction to

Contrastive Linguistics, Elements of Integrated Grammar.

My didactic activity also includes the supervision of the scientific work of students, master's
students, and doctoral students.

The second chapter addresses the main research directions and publications related to
the courses I have taught at the Bachelor’s and Master's levels. Since receiving my PhD in
Linguistics in 2005, I have mainly worked in three linguistic disciplines: syntax, history of the

English language and lexicology.



My primary research interests have been:

- The syntax and semantics of psych verbs and nominals.

Course at bachelor’s level: Contemporary English Language. Syntax.
- The syntax of emotion in Shakespeare’s plays.

Course at bachelor’s level: History of the English Language.
- A typology of psych idioms with a verbal basis.

Course at bachelor’s level: Contemporary English Language. Lexicology.

My contributions to these research topics have primarily focused on psych nominals, verbs and
idioms that express emotional states. The research was carried out from a synchronic or
diachronic standpoint, with respect to one language, or, more frequently, from a comparative
perspective, with reference to data from English, German and Romanian. The publications are
presented for each research topic and their scientific and didactic relevance is highlighted. The
theoretical framework adopted in my contributions is that of English linguistics, particularly in
the fields of syntax, history of the English language and lexicology.

The list of publications includes three books written as a single author: (2017) English
words: structure, origin and meaning. New York: Addleton Academic Publishers (233 pages),
(2017) Morphosyntactic changes in the history of English. lasi: Editura PIM. (210 pages),
(2007) Old and Middle English. A Linguistic Introduction, Bucuresti: Editura Cartea
Universitard, (203 pages), a dictionary of idioms: (2017) English-Romanian Dictionary of
Idioms. lasi: Editura PIM (476 pages) and two coursebooks, published in 2022: English Syntax.
The Simple sentence. (216 pages) and English Syntax. The complex sentence. (215 pages), lasi:
Editura PIM.

Following my doctorate, I authored 26 articles and studies, 5 of which appeared in
Ebsco indexed scientific journals, 8 in BDI indexed journals, and 13 in volumes of international
conferences or in occasional volumes. These articles are original in that they present data that
highlight the language specific aspects of Romanian in comparison to those in English and
German, and promote the results of Romanian linguistic research in the context of recent
international research.

The third chapter contains a presentation of the research findings and brings together
the most important contributions, under the title Psych verbs and nominals - comparative
perspectives. All papers are assembled into a compact, fine-grained study that serves as a

follow-up to the doctoral thesis. [ would like to point out that, while the doctoral thesis proposes
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a study of psych nominalizations in English and German, the articles summarized in this
chapter bring to attention the Romanian data. It is also important to mention that a parallel
examination of the data from Germanic languages and Romance languages, specifically
English and German on one side, and Romanian on the other, has rarely been attempted by the
Romanian linguists.

The focus of the study is on psych nominals analyzed in two syntactic configurations:
nominalizations and predicate constructions. We argue that the specific properties of psych
deverbal nominals can be accounted for in terms of the properties of their verbal sources and
we propose a typology of derived nominals for each of the three languages, based on the
analysis of word order in nominalizations. With this view in mind, we demonstrate through a
series of tests that deverbal psych nominals, like action nominals with a transitive base, can
receive an event or result interpretation, and that referential adjectives play a role in this
distinction.

On the other hand, non-derived psych nominals appear in syntactic configurations with
a verbal predicate. These constructions are assumed to have an Experiencer argument, which
allows them to be classified, in each of the three languages, depending on the position of the
Experiencer argument and on the thematic role assigned to the argument realized by the psych
nominal.

The properties of the nominal and verbal configurations are also confirmed by
diachronic data, derived from the analysis of the Shakespearean texts, which serve as
documents for the Early Modern English period in the history of the language. In these texts,
we notice the co-existence of archaic structures inherited from Old English, such as impersonal
constructions with (in)transitive verbal configurations, newer at the time, while psychological
nominals are in an incipient phase, appearing without complete realization of the argument
structure.

At phraseological level, we examined idiomatic expressions in whose thematic grid
the thematic role of Experiencer is assigned to the human participant in subject or direct object
position. Based on this distinction, we proposed a typology of emotion idioms in four languages
and we synthesised the research findings to demonstrate the existence of patterns of idiomatic

expression of emotion that are applicable to other languages, as well.

2. The second part of the Habilitation thesis, entitled Directions and perspectives in the

development of the professional career, consists of two sections that highlight the continuation



of the previous research activity and the proposal of new research directions derived from
master’s level courses.

Thus, I intend to continue previous research by coordinating projects aimed at studying
linguistic topics from multiple perspectives: diachronic and/ or synchronic, focusing on one or
more languages, and using data from corpora or lexicographical sources.

In this regard, I will continue the research in the field of Synfax by investigating the
syntactic properties of particular groups of verbs and of their derived nominals in English and
in other languages. Another research direction is in the field of The History of the English
Language, with focus on the evolution of impersonal verbs and changes in word order, as
illustrated in the variants of the Biblical texts in English. In the field of Lexicology I plan to
continue the comparative study of groups of idiomatic expressions, using an approach that
places phraseology at the interface between lexicology and syntax.

In the future, I also plan to propose new research directions derived from two master’s
level courses in Varieties of English and Elements of Integrated Grammar. Thus, I intend to
propose, as a new research topic, the study of the syntactic patterns specific to the varieties of
the English language, from a comparative perspective, using data from corpora. Another new
research topic will focus on the role of linguistics in teaching academic writing in English. The
emphasis will be on examining student written assignments, specifically on how students
integrate complex syntactic structures, such as nominalizations, in their texts. The goal will be
that of suggesting priorities in teaching academic writing.

In the final section of my Habilitation Thesis I explain how I plan to increase the
visibility of my research findings.

My entire professional activity demonstrates that I have the qualities of a scientific

project coordinator, as well as the professional recognition in the field of linguistics.



