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SUMMARY

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN AND THROUGH APPLIED LINGUISTICS

The habilitation thesis Professional Development in and through Applied Linguistics builds on
the synergies | have always tried to find among the various strands of my professional and
academic career. More than a decade of teaching English and German for specific purposes
in an econamics academic environment inspired the research focus of my doctoral study: an
in-depth analysis of economics discourse across several genres. The outcomes of this applied
linguistics project and the insights derived through the research process itself have informed
and enriched my teaching and teacher training activity.

A further example of intertwining theory and practice, with profound impact on my teaching
and research activity, was the comprehensive teacher development programme through the
British Council PROSPER-Project, especially the Advanced Methodology Certificate Course at
the University of Lancaster, and the Master in Education with the University of Manchester.
The longitudinal research project for the masters’ dissertation was partly concurrent with my
PhD study, an endeavour that was not without challenges but, at the same time, beneficial

for transferring learning experiences from one area to another.

The third milestone in my career consisted in involvement in the area of quality assurance in
language education, both by contributing to the setting up of the Romanian Association for
Quality Language Services QUEST, a member of the European Association EAQUALS, and my
direct participation in quality assurance projects within the framework of EAQUALS and of
the European Centre for Modern Languages (ECML) in Graz, Austria.

The main academic project building on interdependences among and outcomes of all the
above mentioned strands is the “EDU-RES” Master Programme at ASE Bucharest, an English-
medium interdisciplinary master’s, whose initiator and coordinator | am. The programme is
aimed at furthering the professional development of academics (most of them social
scientists), in areas such as advanced academic and project related communication, research
writing for publication in international journals, etc.. To facilitate the achievement of these
objectives, the language experts take on new roles, such as designing new types of courses
for introducing applied linguistics principles, concepts and methodological approaches to an
academic community of non-linguists. For both categories of academics — linguists and non-
linguists — this transdisciplinary endeavour leads to professional development in and through
applied linguistics. Hence the title of this habilitation thesis.
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The structuring of Part One (“Main Areas of Research and Professional Activity. Evolution of
My Academic and Professional Career”) follows the main thematic strands | have focused on
in my activity: Applied Linguistics research and related projects (1.2), Language Education and
Professional Development (1.3), Quality Assurance in Language Education and
Internationalisation (1.4). The final subchapter of this first part (1.5) synthesizes examples of
activities related to a broader area of ‘service to the profession’.

The subchapter “Genre Analysis applied to Economics Discourse” synthesizes the main
research outcomes of my doctoral study, as published in the book Genre Analysis and
Economics (Paideia, 2000). The analysis was grounded in ESP research, combined with a
genre-oriented approach to discourse analysis, as well as with corpus-based analysis of texts
belonging to three different genres. One of the main aims of the research has been to explore
how a writer’s communicative purpose and intended relationship with a target audience are
reflected at the level of cognitive structuring of discourses. The macro-level analysis was
followed by investigating the grammatical and lexical realisation of the texts belonging to a
certain genre. Contextualising the micro-features identified in the wider generic framework
and the comparative analysis across genres have shed light on aspects and interdependences
that — to my knowledge — had not been previously studied from this perspective in our
academic environment. The insights derived have proven to be useful also for re-thinking
course design, teaching, teacher training and mentoring in the field of English for business

and economics, taking a more holistic and nuanced approach.

The subchapter “Applied Linguistics in Action: from English for Economics to English for
Academic Purposes” illustrates how | have taken further my doctoral research, by applying
genre analysis and corpus linguistics to English for Academic and Research Purposes. This
research interest was triggered, on the one hand, by the insights gathered within the
framework of the “EDU-RES” master’s programme, and on the other, by textual analysis of
English-medium dissertations and research articles published in English in our academic
context. | have also had the priviledge of drawing inspiration from John Swales, Christine Feak,
Ute Rémer, at the English Language Institute, The University of Michigan, as a Morley scholar
(2009). | am very grateful also to Norman Fairclough, Isabela letcu-Fairclough and the
members of the "Rescaling Romania" research group, for most inspiring discussions in our

regular research meetings over more than three years.

The research | have conducted over the last 10 years has, thus, become more complex and
nuanced. The textual analysis of generic features of articles produced in Anglophone and in
Romanian academic environments has been complemented by methodological approaches
and techniques used in qualitative analysis, in order to investigate the perceptions of
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Romanian academics regarding the use of English as lingua franca for research publishing
purposes, as well as their views on the use of other languages in different contexts and/or for
different purposes. The main studies referred to in this subchapter have been published as
articles in research journals such as Journal of English for Academic Purposes, Diversité et
identité culturelle en Europe, Synergy, or as chapters in edited volumes published by
prestigious publishers, such as Palgrave Macmillan, De Gruyter Mouton, Routledge.

The subchapter “Language Education and Professional Development: related research,
publications and projects” synthesises the outcomes of research whose main focus has been
on monitoring continuous professional development in applied linguistics and language
teaching, as well as on interdependences between the latter and the social scientists’
professional development through the contact with applied linguistics. The main
methodological approaches implemented have been qualitative analysis for the purpose of
exploring the needs and views of non-Anglophone scholars in our academic context in
relation to the development of academic literacy for research publishing in English. The
studies conducted in this area, several of them in cooperation with colleagues with similar
preoccupations, have also served the aim of further documenting and refining EAP syllabi,
both at master level and for the Applied Modern Languages specialization at undergraduate
level. The outcomes of this research have also helped our rethinking EAP teacher roles, while
exploring further avenues for an increased transdisciplinary cooperation. The latest study in
this area is a chapter in a book on foreign language teaching in Higher Education in Romania,
published by Springer. Other studies referred to here appeared as chapters in books
published by Cambridge Scholars Publishing, or as articles in journals (e.g. Cambridge ESOL
Research Notes). This subsection also includes reference to European projects | have
coordinated (e.g. the SOCRATES Lingua 1 project “EurointegrELP — Equal Chances to European
Integration through the Use of the European Language Portfolio”) or contributed to as expert
(e.g. The EAQUALS Teacher Development Framework).

The subchapter “Quality Assurance in Language Education and Internationalisation: related
projects, research, and publications” builds on the experience gathered within the framework
of The Romanian Association for Quality Language Services QUEST and of the international
Associatioln EAQUALS - Evaluation and Accreditation of Quality in Language Services. This sub-
chapter encompasses the main quality oriented projects | have coordinated, most of them
within the framework of the Council of Europe, through the ECML in Graz, Austria (e.g.
“QualiTraining”, “QualiTraining at Grassroots Level”, “Quality Assurance in Language and
Citizenship Courses”). Participation in ECML/Council of Europe projects has offered me the
priviledge of cooperating with leading experts in the field - Frank Heyworth, Galya Mateva,
Mary Rose, Maria Matheidesz, Richard Rossner, Lukas Bleichenbacher, Brian North, Enrica
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Piccardo. One of the main project outcomes was QualiTraining — A Training Guide for Quality
Assurance in Language Education (Council of Europe Publishing), published in English and
German. Further publications combined a quality assurance focus with applied linguistics
research methodology. They were published as articles in research journals (e.g. Quality
Assurance Review for Higher Education) or as chapters in edited volumes (e.g. Cambridge
Scholars Publishing, Council of Europe Publishing, Casa Cartii de Stiinta).

The Internationalisation dimension is addressed in the latest project | have been involved in
as expert: “MOVE — Mapping Youth Mobility — pathways, institutions and structural effects of
youth mobility in Europe”, a Horizon 2020 project, coordinated by the University of
Luxembourg. The latest project outcome has been published as a research article (on
international volunteering) in Transnational Social Review.

The expertise | have developed through these projects has been then applied in various
Professional Development or consultancy contexts, both at national level and internationally
(e.g. in Algeria, Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Germany, Italy, Kazakhstan,
Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, The Republic of Macedonia, etc.).

The final subchapter of Part One (“Service to the Profession”) includes a selection of examples
related to conference organization, involvement in professional organisations, contribution

to both local/institutional and large-scale projects.

Throughout my career | have been guided by the firm belief that there are close
interdependences between continuous professional development and quality enhancement,
both at an individual and at institutional level, and that it is important to integrate research
with academic and professional practice, so that the latter can benefit from the research

outcomes.

Part Two (“Plans for further Career Development”) refers to current and future research
projects, as well as to plans for consolidating and refining the syllabi and teaching practice
both at master level and at undergraduate level, especially for the Applied Modern Languages
study programme. My plans also include guiding doctoral students and contributing to foster
applied linguistics research in Romania, broadening its scope, and aiming to achieve greater

national and international visibility for our research outcomes.

Part Three includes a selection of bibliographical references.



